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WTF?

Tuesday, March 26, 13



"Once you have javascript executing, it's 
going to keep going, and the browser can't 
do anything else until javascript returns 
control to the browser. So developers write 
APIs that are asynchronous and every now 
and then the browser locks up because 
javascript is hung up on something."
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“[Comics] let us illustrate what was really 
happening with the technology in an abstract 
and digestible way. If we just had a white 
paper, very few people would have read it.”
— Anna-Christina Douglas, Google
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Images copyright DC Comics, Marvel Comics, Bill Watterson, Jim Davis, Scott Adams, Frank Miller, Warner Bros, Akira Toriyama, Gary Larson, Bil Keane, Jerry Holkins and Mike Krahulik 
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Storyboarding
Communicating Your Ideas 

with Comics & Drawings

kevin cheng
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kevin @k

kevnull.com

#UIEVS

seewhatimean.org
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What you need
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Properties of comics
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Communication

imagination

Expression

Motion
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imagination
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expression
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I’m sorry
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I’m sorry

Thank you
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motion
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Communication

imagination

Expression

Motion

Tuesday, March 26, 13



Tuesday, March 26, 13

You don’t need to be 
an artist
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Where are the artists?
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Deciding on

Goal

Length

Audience

Use Case
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INT. TENT - LATE AFTERNOON 
...Harry paces. Hermione snaps shut the flap. Smiles 

nervously. 

HERMIONE
How're you feeling? OK? 

Harry nods. Hermione glances about. Fleur sits in stony 
silence. Krum lies on a bench. Diggory paces. 

HERMIONE
The key is to concentrate. After that, you just have 
to... 

HARRY
Battle a dragon. 
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INT. TENT - LATE AFTERNOON 
...Harry paces. Hermione snaps shut the flap. Smiles 

nervously. 

HERMIONE
How're you feeling? OK? 

Harry nods. Hermione glances about. Fleur sits in stony 
silence. Krum lies on a bench. Diggory paces. 

HERMIONE
The key is to concentrate. After that, you just have 
to... 

HARRY
Battle a dragon. 

SETTING

DIALOGUE

ACTOR

ACTION
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Where are you?

In a car

In a black Subaru

On my way

Almost there 

At 4th and Main

Tuesday, March 26, 13

Where are you?

• indoors or outdoors? 

• place of work? Home? 

• kind of building (hospital, 

skyscraper,conference)? 

• city/country? 

• time of day?

• weather?

• What else is happening?
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Dialogue
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“Anal George”

Dialogue
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Source: Laurie Vertelney
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Laying out

composition

perspective

flow
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http://avatars.yahoo.com
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/brycej/collections/72157605791728828/
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Design Comic Templates: http://designcomics.org
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Comic Life: http://plasq.com
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http://bitstrips.com
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Breaking down the 
barriers
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Audience
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Based on original chart by Gayle Curtis and Laurie Vertelney
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“Instructions that look 

easier are interpreted as 

easier tasks.”

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=a-recipe-for-motivation
A Recipe for Motivation: Easy to Read, Easy to Do
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You were great!

kc@kevnull.com

pinboard.in/u:kevnull/t:seewhatimean

twitter: twitter.com/k
book: seewhatimean.org
blog: kevnull.com
comic: okcancel.com
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